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By Jan Richardson

Blessed is the one
 who comes to us
 by the way of love
 poured out with abandon.

Blessed is the one
 who walks toward us
 by the way of grace
 that holds us fast.

Blessed is the one
 who calls us to follow
 in the way of blessing,
 in the path of joy.
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Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:
Loss is Indeed Our GainLoss is Indeed Our GainLoss is Indeed Our GainLoss is Indeed Our Gain
By Walter Brueggemann

The Pushing and Shoving in the world is endless.

      We are pushed and shoved.

      And we do our share of pushing and shoving

           in our great anxiety.

     And in the middle of that

           you have set down your beloved suffering son

           who was like a sheep led to slaughter

            who opened not his mouth.

     We seem not able,

     so we ask you to create space in our life

     where we may ponder his suffering

     and your summons for us to suffer with him,

     suspecting that suffering is the only way to newness.

So we pray for your church in these Lenten days,

     when we are driven to denial –

           not to notice the suffering, 

           not to engage it,

           not to acknowledge it.

So be that way of truth among us

       that we should not deceive ourselves

That we shall see that loss is indeed our gain.

We give you thanks for that mystery from which we live.

Amen.
(From Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth.  Fortress Press: Minneapolis, 2003.)



Mark 11:1711Mark 11:1711Mark 11:1711Mark 11:1711

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount
of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of
you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never
been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, “Why are you doing this?”
just say this, “The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.” ’ They went
away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying
it, some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ They
told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought
the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread
their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the
fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna!
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
   Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

Philippians 2:5711Philippians 2:5711Philippians 2:5711Philippians 2:5711

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 who, though he was in the form of God,
   did not regard equality with God
   as something to be exploited, 
 but emptied himself,
   taking the form of a slave,
   being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, 
   he humbled himself
   and became obedient to the point of deathB
   even death on a cross. 

 Therefore God also highly exalted him
   and gave him the name
   that is above every name, 
 so that at the name of Jesus
   every knee should bend,
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 and every tongue should confess
   that Jesus Christ is Lord,
   to the glory of God the Father. 


